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Organic Precursor Synthesis

Synthesis of 4,4′-dibromo-2,5,2′,5′-tetramethoxy-biphenyl (6)
An overview of the synthesis of 4,4′-dibromo-2,5,2′,5′-tetramethoxy-biphenyl (6) is presented in Scheme 1. Electrophilic substitution of 1,4-dimethoxybenzene with Nbromosuccinimide (NBS) in refluxing dichloromethane gave the 2-bromo derivative 4 in 95 % yield. 2 Homocoupling of this product using [NiCl 2 (PPh 3 ) 2 ]/Zn in tetrahydrofuran
